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Ettore Carruccio was born in Velletri on June 3, 1908. He 
received his cZassica1 education in Rome, where he later attended 
the university. He attended courses in mathematics given by G. 
Castelnuovo, F. Severi, T. Levi Civita, V. Volterra and G. Vacca; 
but he was mainly attracted by a philosophical, historical and 
critical approach to the sciences. Under the guidance of F. 
Enriques (and G. Vacca as well) he published papers while still 
a student [l]. After he received his degree in 1930 he was 
appointed assistant lecturer (without pay) of the history of 
science at the University of Rome. However, various domestic 
circumstances soon forced him to give up his lectureship and 
to devote himself entirely to the teaching of mathematics and 
physics in secondary schools and in teacher training schools. 
Beginning in 1930, Ettore Carruccio gave lectures to teachers. 
Here he succeeded in unifying "The Two Cultures" and in imparting 
to his audience an elegant idea of philosophical unity as well 
as his favorite concept of the "plurality of mathematical worlds" 
[61, 84, 891. Ettore Carruccio spent considerable time on these 
courses and lectures which he delivered throughout Italy. They 
made his reputation, and he thought that they were of great im- 
portance for the correct understanding of mathematics and for 
encouraging a particular and positive attitude toward mathematics. 
He was not concerned with having the texts of these lectures pub- 
lished and, unfortunately, most of them are today retained only 
in the memories of his audience. He also dedicated much time to 
scientific research, which he continued throughout his life. 
Neither his duties as a secondary school teacher nor illness and 
other troubles interrupted this activity. Although his written 
work was important and of considerable proportions, it reflects 
only a small part of Professor Carruccio's scientific and peda- 
gogical activities. He devoted himself, completely and whole- 
heartedly, to his students, directing them to scientific research 
and guiding them in their first teaching activities. He was an 
active participant in seminars, meetings, and study-groups. For 
example, he was president of a Leibniz study-group in which dif- 
ferent departments of the University of Bologna participated. 
With his help, the group flourished, and the papers written by 
the members were published; unfortunately they were published 
too late for Professor Carruccio to see them. At its meeting 
on December 11, 1980, the group renamed itself the "Leibniz 
Study-Group, Ettore Carruccio." 
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In 1940 Ettore Carruccio qualified for university teaching 
of the history of mathematics and delivered a free course at the 
University of Modena. He taught (on an annual contract) descrip- 
tive geometry and "matematiche complementari" at Modena, the 
history of mathematics at Torino, and higher elementary mathema- 
tics at Bologna. In 1975, he obtained the professorship in the 
history of mathematics at Bologna, but unfortunately he reached 
the age of compulsory retirement in 1978 and was forced to dis- 
continue teaching. Despite his official retirement, his presence 
enlivened activities in the Institute of Geometry at the Univer- 
sity of Bologna. His colleagues begged him to direct their 
graduation theses, and he was asked to hold seminars in various 
postgraduate advanced courses. At the same time that he retired 
from his professorship, Professor Carruccio was stricken with a 
heart ailment. He was particulary susceptible: he had been a 
great walker, a daring climber, and a well-known alpinist (until 
1979 he could be proud of some very uncommon achievements indeed) 
and he found it difficult to withstand the disease. Consequently 
he neglected his health by not following his cardiologist's ad- 
vice (and subsequent orders). Ettore Carruccio continued a full 
scientific and teaching program, and his engagement book (well 
known to his friends) was still full of appointments (he always 
complained that he had no time to take notes on various ideas he 
had been reflecting upon), when he died in Bologna on July 5,198O. 
He had a good knowlege of Latin and Greek, which he cultivated 
with perseverance and devotion, and he communicated this enthus- 
iasm to his students. He also studied theology, particularly 
the works of Thomas Aquinas and Augustine. He was a very pious 
and active Catholic, dedicating a great part of his activities 
as a scientist, writer, and lecturer to religious themes as well. 
If we were to consider only his scientific activities, we would 
see an ingenious mathematical scientist with strong leanings to- 
ward philosophical, philological, and (mainly) historical matters. 
Ettore Carruccio's scientific work was devoted to themes 
which, at first sight, might be subdivided as follows: (a) math- 
ematical logic, (b) various questions concerning metamathematics, 
(c) the history of mathematics, (d) the foundations of mathematics, 
and (e) the philosophy of mathematics. However, all his work was 
permeated by a spirit which is unifying, philosophical, and sci- 
entific at the same time. Like that of Ettore Bortolotti (who 
was his father-in-law) Professor Carruccio's work, even when 
technical, contained minute and detailed historical references, 
which were often the outcome of his research. It is therefore 
impossible to classify Ettore Carruccio's works rigidly. 
His first work [ll, written in 1927, is of a historical 
nature and similar to subsequent ones (121 to [ll], except for 
[91) - In the course of this work he initiated research that 
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would be continued ([58] to [601) in 1964/1965. In 1945, using 
a first-order logical language, Ettore Carruccio began work on 
a series of papers [12] in which are discussed problems and 
questions related to the coherence of theories. In [141 he re- 
sumed his research in the history of mathemaitcs, which would 
be held in high esteem throughout the world. Ettore Carruccio 
often returned to logic, in general, but particularly to its 
critical vision and to its study of languages as a "potent means 
of research, just like X-rays, by which the exploration of math- 
ematical theories is made possible" (see [15, 17, 21, 23, 26, 
29, 301). 
During a period in which the teaching of mathematical logic 
was virtually forbidden in university mathematics (1950-19601, 
Professor Carruccio maintained his point of view concerning the 
validity of this instrument as a subject of study, even in sec- 
ondary schools, and he had to argue for it many times during 
his life. 
It is impossible to cite here all the works in which Ettore 
Carruccio (always using primary sources) discussed his ideas 
about those who in some way had concerned themselves with math- 
ematics. It would be equally difficult to cite here all the 
items he was asked to contribute to various encyclopedias. In 
preparing an essay about some mathematical or scientific concept, 
he would trace its philosophical origins; if his subject was a 
scientist, he would use the original works in preparing the 
scientific biography. In this way Ettore Carruccio made a crit- 
ical, original, and stimulating contribution to the history of 
mathematics and science. In 1958, he wrote a book based upon 
his lectures on the history of mathematics given at Torino [43al. 
Unfortunately, the book was brought out by a very small publishing 
house which closed shortly after its publication, so that the 
book, which was much in demand and was considered by many cele- 
brated reviewers all over the world to be an important work, went 
out of print. Today it is possible to find it only in the sub- 
sequent English edition[43b], which Carruccio did not like be- 
cause of the excessive liberties the translator had taken. 
Ettore Carruccio was also the author of a small but very suc- 
cessful book on mathematical logic [75]. This was published by 
a large house and gave him great satisfaction. In this book, 
mathematical logic was described in a few pages, but from dif- 
ferent points of view, and there were many historical, critical, 
and philosophical allusions. In the same year (1971) one of his 
students collected the lectures in higher elementary mathematics 
which Professor Carruccio gave in Bologna; this book [76] was 
published in a revised and extended edition shortly thereafter. 
For a long time Professor Carruccio had been working on a 
plan to collect in a single work all his research on the history 
of mathematics, logic, and metamathematics. This work (perhaps 
in several volumes) would have included the complete original 
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bibliographical sources, all quoted passages in their original 
languages, all exact dates, etc. He began this work in its first 
draft by collecting notes he had published for his students [87]. 
Unfortunately and unexpectedly he died while he was working on 
this book, so that we have only a little information about it, 
and it would be difficult even for one of his students to finish 
the book now. 
Throughout his life Ettore Carruccio studied and examined in 
depth Leibniz' philosophical and mathematical works, and to this 
subject he dedicated various scientific works, especially toward 
the end of his life. Among these it is worth mentioning [71], 
which suggested further, more penetrating research and provided 
others with research themes. 
During the last years of his life Ettore Carruccio worked 
ceaselessly, as if he wanted to make up for the time lost to 
his illness, before which he frequently went without sleep when 
he was working. 
His last works contained historical research [86, 90, 911 
and investigations of great philosophical significance. Of 
importance are some publications which were taken directly from 
his lectures (for example, [83]). Among these Professor Carruccio 
liked best his exposition, delivered at Catania during a meeting 
of the Italian Linguistics Society, of various problems which 
were common to mathematical scientists and linguists. 
His final work [94], which provides the scientific testament 
of Ettore Carruccio, was the text of a lecture delivered on the 
occasion of the end of the school year 1977-1978 to his students 
and to many colleagues. Here Carruccio outlined the way he had 
drawn up his plan of research in the history of mathematics, 
the methods he had used and his scientific and philosophical 
goals. He often recommended that this lecture (after it had 
been printed) should be considered as his last scientific work 
and as the crowning piece of his entire life which, as a (self- 
described) faithful disciple of Federigo Enriques, had been 
dedicated entirely to the unification of "The Two Cultures." 
Anyone who knew Ettore Carruccio could not help recalling, 
first of all, his honesty, as well as his strict behavior, his 
simple manners, and, above all, his goodness of heart. He had 
a natural inclination to regard every fact, every attitude, and 
every person in the most benevolent manner. He was never willing 
to admit that any behavior could be dishonest; according to him, 
every human error was nothing more than the result of simplicity 
and carelessness, not the result of an arbitrary choice. We 
had the opportunity to witness his frequent acts of kindness 
which were always evident in his teaching and other scientific 
activities. Unforturnately, his honesty, his great capacity 
for kindness, and his forgiving nature did not further his career. 
Indeed, these qualities may have been the cause of many troubles 
throughout his lifetime. 
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